THE   ORIENTAL PRINTED  BOOKS AND  MANUSCRIPTS
4.    KANNADA, BADAGA, KURG
The Kannada, also called Canarese, the language of the Carnatic,
possesses a very ancient and abundant literature, of which the oldest
surviving specimen dates from the middle of the eighth century, and
the classical period, extending from then to the twelfth century, is
chiefly Jain. The Museum collection is important.
In Badaga, an archaic dialect of Kannada, and Kurg, or Coorg,
very little literature is extant.
A Catalogue of Kannada^ Badaga  and Kurg Books. . . .  Compiled  by
L. D. Barnett    1910.
5.  BURMESE
The chief interest of Burmese literature lies in its preservation of
early Buddhism, which its missionaries-introduced into Burma, and
through Burma into the Further East by means of their Pali books.
There arc in the collection some books printed by Christian mission-
aries in about 1770-80.
A Catalogue of the Burmese Books. . . . By L. D. Barnett.    1913.
6. TAMIL
, The Tamil collection is of special consequence, since that literature
is the oldest and most varied in India with the single exception of the
Sanskrit; and in one point of historical interest it even surpasses the
Sanskrit, in that (with Telugu and Kannada) it is a survival of the
ancient Dravidian culture which was overlaid by the Aryan conquest
of the peninsula. As in Burma, so in South India eighteenth-century
Christian missionaries set up a press, and the Museum has a number
of their productions.
Catalogue of the Tamil Bofks. . . . By L. D. Barnett and G, U. Pope.
1909.
Dr. Upham Pope had commenced this catalogue some twenty years
earlier; it was left to be completed by Dr. Barnett.
.*
------Supplement.   By L. D. Barnett.    1921.
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